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About Oral History Australia SA/NT 

Hello readers! 

Welcome to the (much delayed) Spring 2025 edition of Word of Mouth! Apologies for not delivering this issue to
you before December hit but as you will go on to read, this year has been a doozy for many of us and has
remained busy right through to the end. Here’s hoping we all get to enjoy a relaxing holiday period before
2026 kicks off. And what a year it will be for oral history in SA with our playing host to the National Conference!
We look forward to seeing what presentations come of our chosen theme, ‘Human Voices, Modern technology:
Oral History and Authenticity’. Please, do get in touch if you’re interested in helping out in any way.

Speaking of getting in touch, we want to encourage more of our members to contribute to Word of Mouth in
the new year. With the last few editions being hefty enough to merit the promotion from newsletter to
magazine (and a big warm thank you to the Committee for that), we’d love to hear from you! Whether it’s a full-
length report on a project, a call for volunteers, reflections on an event, or just some musings about our local
history scene—if it’s worth sharing with our community, we’re more than happy to help you do that. 

In this issue, we have some great write-ups of oral history projects, both housed in the State Library and
collected casually as family histories. Professor Peter Monteath reminds us of the Polyukhovich Holocaust trial
from 1993, Dr Jeska Rees recounts a project focussed on South Australia’s Pregnancy Advisory Centre (PAC),
and Kristie Pope shares a touching story from her grandmother, Muriel. We also have some updates from the
Committee, reflections on recent events, and the President’s Report from our 2025 AGM if you weren’t able to
make it—a lovely summary of the year and what’s to come in future. 

Warm wishes and happy holidays,
Dante DeBono 

We acknowledge Kaurna as the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we live and work. We recognise their cultural heritage, beliefs and
continuing connection to the land, and thank them for caring for Country. We pay our respect to Elders, past and present, and extend that
acknowledgement and respect to the First Nations people of other regions. Sovereignty was not ceded. This always was and always will be
Aboriginal land.

Editor’s Letter

mailto:editor@oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au


Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2025 edition of our
newsletter that has now been officially promoted by the
committee to the status of magazine! I am sure you will
all agree that a newsletter as substantial as Word of
Mouth deserves to be labelled much more. We are also
very proud of the content and quality of work that is
being contributed by the members of OHA SA/NT and
others who share a passion for oral history to this twice-
yearly magazine, one of the few oral history-based
publications in this format not considered to be a
journal. We also extend our sincere appreciation to our
editors, Dante and Carly, whose professional skills
continue to astound us. My congratulations and
appreciation to you all.

The past six months have not only flown by, but have
fhhffalso been very busy. I have included a copy of the 2025 AGM President’s Report in this
edition so I will not regurgitate what is mentioned there, but will note that events I have
attended during the past 18  months have increased our public persona significantly. We
have distributed almost 500 brochures, and this has resulted in queries for information
and the development of focussed workshops from non-member individuals and
organisations who are seeking to undertake oral history projects in the future. One of
these groups was HIV50+ who are currently attending workshops that will provide
attendees the skills to collectively research and write a book about the historical and
current experiences of those living with HIV in South Australia. Information about their oral
history workshop appears later in this issue and I am looking forward to seeing the project
outcomes. Our ‘Introduction to Oral History Workshops’ have been well attended in the
past year and we are planning to introduce advanced workshops throughout early 2026.
These will be advertised via our e-newsletters and on our website.

The South Australian Government caused the committee some sleepless nights while they
fought with Türkiye over the right to host COP31 climate summit in November 2026. This
has dragged on for most of 2025 and was only settled a week ago! Our conference is for
less than 200 people while COP31 was suggesting 30,000 people. I know who would have
won that round! Now that we are the people who will bring some economic joy to Adelaide
in November 2026, we would like to announce that we are holding our conference at
Adelaide University from 26-29 November 2026. We hope you will consider
giving us a hand to make the event a fabulous few days of Oral History
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President’s Report
Christeen Schoepf

Christeen Schoepf, photo supplied



based collegiality and networking. We will need people to read abstracts, assist with
program creation, man the registration desk, and guide delegates to rooms among a
myriad of other conference tasks. So, if you would like to help, please let us know! But if
you don’t have any experience and want to get some…please also let us know! We will be
all boots on the ground after the summer break and will keep members informed of our
progress via e-news and the Autumn edition of Word of Mouth.

Kristie Pope and I attended the final ‘Unlock the Past’ genealogy conference held in
Adelaide in August at Hisense Stadium, Richmond. Alan Philips might be retiring but he
certainly provided a large group of genealogists and historians the opportunity to further
be educated by Helen Smith who spoke on Historical Photograph Analysis; Researching
Health History; English Apprentices; Mapping Your Ancestors; Understanding Context; and
Writing Women Back into Your History. Andrew Redfern from the Society of Australian
Genealogists also provided an enlightening paper on the use of AI in Genealogy which
covered the development of AI, Generative AI and Genealogy, and the use of AI in
photograph restoration. His most poignant discussion focussed on the ethical and
responsible uses of AI and its complexities were not lost on the group. During lunch and
other breaks, Kristie and I spoke with attendees and groups that were represented on the
aims and objectives of OHA SA/NT and gave out brochures. A huge thank you to Alan and
his team for decades of genealogical education, training and resources. We are all sad to
be saying goodbye to you…or is it only adieu? 
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The final Unlock the Past Conference in Adelaide, August 2025.
Photo supplied by Alan Phillips, Unlock the Past.



David Sweet has now stood down as the OHA SA/NT representative on the History Council
of SA committee, and I have taken over the position. I attended the AGM and my first
committee meeting. Having also become a member of the Professional Historians
Association SA, it is my considered opinion that ‘history’ is in safe hands in our state and
territory, and I have been equally impressed with the dynamics, drive and age variation
across the different committees. 

The Gawler Heritage Symposium hosted by the Gawler Council saw not one, but three
State Presidents attend. Samuel Doering (PHA), Millie Nicholls (NTSA) and I (OHA SA/NT)
spoke to attendees after the official papers had been given and promoted our groups.
After a fabulous day of history and heritage we were informed that the AICOMOS is
gearing up to celebrate 50 years in 2026 and that Burra will host the celebration milestone
event from 1–3 May 2026. For those of you who are interested, I will keep you informed in
the Autumn WoM and via e-newsletters in the months to come.

It was tremendous to travel to Darwin and meet some of our Northern Territory members
at the Professional Historians Conference in October. I am hopeful that moving forward,
there will be improved communication between us, especially after seeing and hearing
about the great oral history projects that are in the planning stages, and those that have
been completed. It was equally poignant to hear of the issues they are dealing with,
particularly with the rapid changes and developments with AI and the questions arising
about protecting the Indigenous voices that form such a large component of their oral
history collection.

There is so much else I could rattle on about here, but I guess you can see that we have
been busy and will welcome a rest before we truly gain momentum towards the
conference which will be here before we know it!!! Again, please consider helping us where
and when you can. 

For those who attended the Xmas catch up on Sunday 14 December, it was great to see
you there! To those who couldn’t make it…stay well, travel safely and enjoy some time with
your loved ones over the Xmas Break. Thank you again to everyone who has contributed to
the success of 2025 and making OHA SA/NT such a fabulous group to volunteer with.

Merry Christmas to you all,

Christeen

Christeen Schoepf
State President
OHA SA/NT
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Each year, the History Council of South Australia celebrates individuals and groups
making an outstanding contribution to preserving, promoting, and understanding
South Australia’s past. 

The 2025 Historian Awards were announced during the finale of South Australia’s
History Festival to showcase the rich diversity and creativity of the state’s historical
community.

The winner of the 2025 Award for Oral History Excellence is Madeleine Regan. A
dedicated researcher and passionate storyteller, Regan has spent more than two
decades enriching the state’s historical record by amplifying migrant voices and
preserving community memory.

Her long-running project on Italian market gardeners in Adelaide’s western suburbs
has involved more than 65 oral history interviews, and has led to exhibitions, films,
and collaborations with councils and cultural institutions. With a deep commitment
to community engagement, Regan combines scholarly rigour with genuine empathy,
ensuring that overlooked and underrepresented stories are recorded and shared.
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Madeleine Regan honoured at 2025
HCSA Historian Awards
Lainie Anderson
Vice President, History Council of South Australia

Each of the six Historian Award
category winners (Historian of the
Year, Emerging Historian, Lifelong
Historian, Digital Technologies
Award, Contribution to Regional
or Community History [Individual
or Group], and Oral History
Excellence) receive a $250
voucher from Wakefield Press,
plus statewide prestige and a
year’s membership to the History
Council. The winner in the
Excellence in Oral History Award
also wins a year’s membership to
Oral History Australia SA/NT.

Madeleine Regan at her book
launch earlier this year
Photo supplied by
Christeen Schoepf



We’re excited to share some significant developments from the State Library of
South Australia, including two major new acquisitions and a landmark review of the
J.D. Somerville Oral History Collection. 

***

In just a few years, the J.D. Somerville will turn 40—a very significant milestone. In
anticipation, the Library commissioned a review by Dr Shirleene Robinson, a
nationally recognised oral historian with an outstanding record of achievement in
the field. Dr Robinson’s landmark review reflected on both the J.D. Somerville’s
remarkable legacy—and its future potential. With a focus on long-term
sustainability, inclusivity, and alignment with best practice throughout the collection
lifecycle, Dr Robinson identified key themes which focused on strengthening
governance, streamlining workflows, and enhancing cultural safety and community
partnerships, particularly in relation to First Nations content and ethical
interviewing. Dr Robinson’s findings lay a strong foundation for building on existing
collection strengths while ensuring the J.D. Somerville continues to grow as a
relevant, representative, highly significant cultural heritage asset for next 40 years
to come.

***

“Spring is the time of plans and projects.”
Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina

Two newly acquired projects of high state significance have recently been added to
the State Library of South Australia’s J.D. Somerville Oral History Collection: 
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Spring has sprung: Oral History at the
State Library in 2025
Dr Nicholas A. Sparks
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The Pregnancy Advisory Centre Oral History Project (OH 1203), led by Dr Jeska
Rees in partnership with Flinders University, documents the establishment and
evolution of Australia’s only publicly funded freestanding abortion clinic. Spanning
1980 to 2001, the project captures the voices of health workers and feminist
activists who built a trauma-informed, empathetic service model in the face of
political resistance and social stigma. With the project materials now deposited at
the Library, this project preserves a vital chapter in South Australian healthcare and
social history.

The Adelaide War Crimes Trials Oral History Project (OH 1204), led by Professor
Peter Monteath, also of Flinders University, explores the landmark legal proceedings
held in Adelaide in the early 1990s—most notably the Polyukhovich trial, the only
full Holocaust trial conducted in the southern hemisphere. Through interviews with
investigators, legal professionals, journalists, and observers, the project sheds light
on Australia’s postwar immigration policies, the pursuit of justice for Holocaust
crimes, and Adelaide’s unexpected role in a global reckoning with the past.

Reports from both Dr Jeska Rees and Professor Peter Monteath about these
projects are included in this edition of Word of Mouth. 

***

As we continue to work towards relocating our offsite collections to a new purpose-
built storage facility, the Library will have reduced capacity to accept new
acquisitions between 2025 and 2027. During this period, our oral history program
will continue but with a focus on high-priority projects that address identified gaps
and align with our collecting principles. We remain strongly committed to ensuring
that what we collect is sustainable, significant, and accessible to all South
Australians.

If you have an idea for an oral history interview or project, we encourage you to
contact the Archival Collections Team at an early stage at
 SLSA.ArchivalCollections@sa.gov.au. 

We look forward to sharing more exciting updates in future issues of Word of Mouth.

mailto:SLSA.ArchivalCollections@sa.gov.au
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The State Library’s oral history recording equipment
Photo supplied State Library of South Australia

The State Library’s oral history recording setup adheres to international archival
standards and includes Sound Devices MixPre-3 Audio Recorder, RØDE Lavalier
Microphone, Sony MDR-7506 Professional Monitoring Headphones, and reliable SD
card media. 

Dr Nicholas A. Sparks is Team Leader of Archival Collection Development, State
Library of South Australia, and Visiting Research Fellow, School of Humanities,
Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and Economics, University of Adelaide.



Anyone who lived in Adelaide in the early 1990s will remember the war crimes trials that
took place in the city. The Polyukhovich case, in particular, attracted not just local but
worldwide attention, as an elderly Ukrainian resident was brought before an Adelaide
court. Held from March to May in 1993, the Polyukhovich trial was the only full Holocaust
trial held anywhere in the southern hemisphere. For those two months, the eyes of the
world were on Adelaide’s Supreme Court; a growing sense of anticipation reached its
apogee when the jury retired to consider its verdict. 

Professor Peter Monteath of Flinders University, together with oral historians Megan
Spencer and Claudia Craig, and technical assistants Rob Kaldor and Todd Pursche, have
just completed an oral history project dealing with the Adelaide trials. Supported by the
History Trust of South Australia, the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, and
Flinders University, the project comprised the conduct of interviews with participants in
and observers of the Adelaide trials.

Some of the altogether sixteen interviews were conducted with people who undertook
investigations into the presence of war criminals in Australia. One of the interviewees is
the acclaimed journalist Mark Aarons, who in the 1980s took the lead in tracing the
journeys of unknown numbers of war criminals from postwar Europe to Australia,
where, they hoped, their sordid past would not catch up with them. Aarons’
investigations sparked growing media interest in the topic and prompted the Hawke
government to set up a formal inquiry into the matter, conducted by Andrew Menzies, a
former senior public servant in the Attorney-General’s Department, in 1986.  That, in
turn, led to the establishment in the following year of a Special Investigations Unit (SIU),
based in Sydney, to conduct further investigations. 

Such was the seriousness with which the government approached the issue that it also
introduced an amendment to the War Crimes Act of 1945. That Act had allowed for the
trial of accused Japanese war criminals after the conclusion of the Second World War.
The amended Act would allow Australian courts to hear cases relating to war crimes
committed in the European theatre of war. Controversial at the time, and challenged
unsuccessfully before the High Court, the Act laid the legal foundation for the courtroom
dramas that would play out in Adelaide. If the Commonwealth Director of Public  
fffffffffffff
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The Adelaide War Crimes Trials Oral
History Project
Peter Monteath
Flinders University



Persecutions was persuaded that the SIU had gathered sufficiently compelling evidence
against an alleged war criminal, legal proceedings would be initiated.

Following in Aarons’ footsteps, the carefully selected members of the SIU set about their
work under the guidance of its first head, the late Bob Greenwood. His deputy and then
successor, Graham Blewitt, is one of the interviewees, as are several of the SIU’s
members. 

One of the most fascinating aspects of the SIU’s work was that it required extensive
travel to regions that, at a decisive moment in world history—the late 1980s and early
1990s—were part of the Soviet Union on the brink of its demise. Investigators by
necessity came into close contact with Soviet officials and Soviet citizens, sometimes in
quite isolated, rural locations, where life seemed to have changed little since the ‘Great
Patriotic War’ and the crimes they were investigating. One of the interviewees, Kyle
Wilson, a diplomat in Moscow in the early 1990s, liaised with Soviet authorities so that
the Australian investigators could pursue their enquiries not just with the permission of
the Soviets but sometimes with their active support. 

A crucial element in the investigative work was played by the forensic archaeologist,
Richard Wright, one of the interviewees. The main task for Wright and his team was the
excavation of three mass-grave sites in quite separate locations in Ukraine. In all cases
the team drew on the willing cooperation of local authorities and the physical labour of
members of the Red Army. The work was vital, because a common element in the cases
that would come before the courts in Australia was the allegation of involvement in
mass shootings of Jews in Ukraine in 1942. The job of Wright and his team was to
conduct the painstaking work that might unearth crucial clues. 

Australians Sonia Wright and Godfrey Oettle working at the mass-grave excavation site in Serniki, Ukraine, in 1990
Photo supplied by Richard Wright, with permission



The huge investigative enterprise triggered by Aarons and expanded by the SIU and its
partners sufficed to build cases that were brought against three men, all of them born in
territory that is now Ukraine, and all of them—as coincidence would have it—residents
of South Australia at the time of the investigations. Apart from Ivan Polyukhovich, the
other accused were Heinrich Wagner and Mikolay Berezovsky. All three men have long
since passed away. 

The allegations against them were tested in three separate committal hearings held in
the Adelaide Magistrates Court. In each case, the magistrate was tasked with finding, on
the basis of the evidence placed before the court, whether there was a case to answer. If
there was, then a jury trial before the Supreme Court would ensue. The findings in
relation to both Polyukhovich and Wagner were that there was indeed a case to answer,
but only in the Polyukhovich case did a full trial follow. Controversially, the Wagner case
did not proceed further on the grounds of the accused’s fragile health. In the Berezovsky
case, the finding was that there was no case to answer.

The oral history project contains interviews with key members of the legal teams on
both sides of all three cases. It also includes interviews with a historian expert witness,
two of the interpreters, and a journalist who covered the full course of the Polyukhovich
case. That was David Bevan, well known to South Australian audiences as a long-time
Adelaide court reporter and radio journalist, and the author of A Case to Answer, his
highly readable account of the Polyukhovich case.

Those who are familiar with A Case to Answer, or who followed the media reporting at the
time, will know that no convictions were recorded. Polyukhovich was acquitted on all
counts. Despite the concerted efforts of the SIU and of the prosecution, the hurdle of
proving guilt beyond doubt for crimes committed on the other side of the world half a
century earlier was insurmountable. Moreover, a highly skilled and dedicated defence
team led by Michael David and Lindy Powell, largely identical across all three cases,
successfully countered all the best efforts of the prosecution teams.

Public opinion on the value of the trials, as the interviewees attest, was always divided,
but by 1993 it was apparent that there was limited appetite on behalf of the government
and the general public for pursuing such matters further. The SIU had already been
closed down; after the Wagner case, no courts in Adelaide or other parts of Australia sat
in judgement of alleged Holocaust perpetrators. A moment in history had passed.

The interviewees have mixed views on whether justice was done in Adelaide. In the court
of public opinion at the time, there were many who lamented the costs of an exercise
that delivered not a single conviction. On the other hand, the trials, and the massive
investigative efforts that paved the way for them, substantially increased public
awareness of the history of the Holocaust and of Australia’s shameful post-war history of
jjj

Oral History Australia SA/NT  |  Word of Mouth

AUTUMN 2025 PAGE 11



allowing the entry onto our shores of war criminals. For some of the participants
interviewed, the Adelaide trials – including even the experience of the failure to convict –
were invaluable in guiding the work they went on to do in the following years, above all
in the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague.

In our own time, more than 80 years after the atrocities committed during the brutal
German occupation of eastern Europe, it is almost inconceivable that alleged Holocaust
perpetrators will appear before courts anywhere in the world, let alone be found guilty.
Tragically, though, war crimes are a piece of history that will not pass, and there’s much
to be learned from the role Adelaide played in dealing with them.

The Adelaide War Crimes Trials Oral History Project is housed in the J.D.
Somerville Oral History Collection at the State Library of South Australia,
Archival No. OH 1204.
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
Adelaide, 2026

Seeking volunteer Oral Historians interested in working
with older people living in residential care facilities to
collect their stories

Many Australians are living in residential care, and they have
rich and interesting stories* to tell.

Benefits for the older people:
Engagement and recognition
Breaking down isolation and loneliness
Recording the story of older Australians
Communication, discussion, storytelling, reflection

Benefits for volunteers and oral historians:
Engaging with rich material
The satisfaction of contributing to the wellbeing of older
Australians’ mental health
Connecting with individuals and recording their stories

Starting initially in one residential care facility, this project may
have potential to expand.

Please contact Elena Di Bez at 0451 987 501 (via text
message only)

*one outcome may be to publish a book for the residents 



South Australia’s Pregnancy Advisory Centre (PAC) is the only freestanding publicly
funded abortion clinic in Australia. Established in 1992 by South Australian health
workers and feminist activists, in 2023 the PAC relocated to custom-designed
facilities. The move gave rise to reflection on the origins and early years of the
service, and in 2024 a project was initiated and overseen by Flinders University to tell
its story. The project did not analyse patient experience or clinical outcomes, but
rather focused on the experiences of those responsible for designing and
implementing its unique service delivery model, often in the face of considerable
opposition. 

Background

Abortion laws in South Australia had been liberalised in 1969 but stigma remained,
and the experience of people seeking abortions varied wildly. In response, the
feminist and community health movements of the 1970s and 1980s designed and
argued for a dedicated service based on values of empathy and care. This model was
formally recommended by the SA Health Commission (SAHC) in 1986, but the PAC
was delayed by another six years by government inertia and the impact of anti-
abortion campaigners, including two Private Members’ Bills through Parliament that
attempted to restrict access to abortion services. When finally funded, the PAC was
delayed by a Supreme Court challenge by Woodville Council against the service being
situated in their area. Once open, however, the PAC offered the majority of abortion
services in SA and has since met or exceeded international benchmarks for positive
patient outcomes.[i]

Public records from Hansard, SA Cabinet, and media coverage illuminated how
contested the PAC’s establishment had been, and after 1992 its Annual Reports
revealed how its services scaled up over time. But documents on the day-to-day
running of the PAC itself—its culture, leadership, and priorities—were not available.
To get to these ideas, interviews with historical actors in the PAC story were
proposed, with ethical oversight provided by Flinders University Human Research
asdfg

 Ea Mulligan, “Striving for excellence in abortion services,” Australian Health[i]

Review, 30(4) (2006): 468-473.

Oral History Australia SA/NT  |  Word of Mouth

AUTUMN 2025 PAGE 14

An Oral History of the Pregnancy
Advisory Centre, Adelaide, 1980-2001
Dr Jeska Rees
Flinders University
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Ethics Committee. The intent was not to replace documentary evidence but to
complement the official record with the memories and opinions with those who saw
it first-hand. This use of the oral histories allowed what has recently been termed ‘a
clawing back of subjectivity’ for people shaped by the events under discussion,
allowing accounts to be layered with more personal expressions of emotion and
humour.[ii]

Methodology

Before commencing, the State Library of South Australia (SLSA) was approached to
archive the interviews for future researchers. The SLSA was receptive, agreeing to
loan out audio recording equipment that met the Library’s technical specifications for
audio quality. The team engaged the services of a transcriber to ensure the
transcripts met the Library’s Style Guide, the most demanding aspect of which was
providing timestamps for each time a speaker started speaking.
 
Recruitment for interviews were through known networks and the snowball method.
All interviews were conducted by the same researcher in a semi-structured format,
using open-ended questions and encouraging the interviewees to describe their
memories in as much detail as possible. Interview times ranged from 40 to 90
minutes.

Nine interviews were conducted individually, and two in pairs of two people in similar
roles. The participants were two retired SAHC bureaucrats; seven retired inaugural
PAC staff members, including its two job-share receptionists; one retired nurse who
joined the service in 1994; one member of its management committee; one pro-
abortion resident of the Woodville area; and one nurse referrer from regional South
Australia. Two people declined to be interviewed, and two others who were central to
the story—the PAC’s surgeon from 1994, and the head of obstetrics at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital—had unfortunately passed away before the project commenced.
Vale, Drs Dennis Chambers and Brian Pridmore. 

Issues

Setting up and running the PAC had been difficult, so we consciously used feminist
and trauma-informed approaches to the interviewees and allowed them as much
maximum autonomy over the interview. We asked them to nominate the time and
location for the interview, checked comfort levels if they became emotional, and
stopped the recording to discuss sensitive issues privately. Interviewees also
dfghjkgh

 Kim Rubenstein and Anne Isaac, “Oral history as an analytical tool: Eve Mahlab [ii]

and the Australian Trailblazing Women Law Project,” Women’s History Review,
 33(2) (2023): 191–222.
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also reviewed their transcripts for accuracy and to ensure they were comfortable
with us using their opinions as expressed there. 
 
There are critiques of the practice of asking interviewees to review and edit
transcripts; in our case, the final transcripts were not always a faithful record of the
spontaneous conversations we originally recorded. However, we believed that
without this approach, we would be unlikely to reach some of the most influential
figures in the PAC story. The sensitivities of abortion and the experiences of some
interviewees – of stigma, prejudice, even being the target of intimidation in the
course of their work – meant that building personal trust between interviewer and
interviewees was paramount. Indeed, some interviewees were willing to be identified
and quoted for our specific PAC history but baulked at having their interviews
deposited with the SLSA for others to use. One interviewee requested that their
material be destroyed after we had finished with it, and of the remaining twelve, one
requested that they be anonymised in perpetuity (i.e. only a redacted transcript be
retained, and the audio to be destroyed). A further seven requested anonymity until
2055. Only four agreed to be identified in their publicly available transcripts and
audio files right away. Finally, only ten of the eleven remaining interviewees’ audio
files met technical specifications, as the eleventh had been conducted with a
Tasmanian resident by Zoom. 

Outcomes

All of the transcripts were analysed for notable content, and evocative stories were
identified that conveyed the flavour of the period. Key themes that emerged included
the importance of the PAC’s values of empathy and care; the solidarity and morale
that was built by PAC staff; and the effective leadership of the inaugural team in the
face of challenges such pavement protesters. The humour shown by many
interviewees grounded the story in a very real way and allowed an insight into a past
not accessible through the written word. 

Such a wealth of testimony underpins the resulting community report, “One of South
Australia’s treasures”: the Pregnancy Advisory Centre, 1980-2001, which is available
through the South Australian State Library; and the longer academic article,
which is currently being prepared for publication.

The Flinders project team is proud to have contributed ten transcripts and nine audio
files, featuring different twelve interviewees, to the JD O’Somerville Oral History
collection at the SLSA. These materials preserve the words and thoughts of men and
women who set up and consolidated Australia’s only publicly funded freestanding
abortion service, as well as providing insight into the history and politics of abortion,
h

https://catalog.slsa.sa.gov.au/record=b3888739~S1
https://catalog.slsa.sa.gov.au/record=b3888739~S1


health care and feminist activism in South Australia in the late twentieth century. We
thank Nick and Tessa at the SLSA for their encouragement and enthusiasm for the
project – with their support the interviews will be made available to others, and the
SA history of this ground-breaking, unique healthcare service has been preserved.   

Pregnancy Advisory Centre Oral History Project is housed in the J.D.
Somerville Oral History Collection at the State Library of South Australia,
Archival No. OH 1203.

Dr Jeska Rees is a Melbourne-based independent historian and advocate for the
health and wellbeing of women and gender-diverse folk. Her research interests
include the history of women’s movements and the history of migration to Australia.
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King’s Birthday Honour to former OHA
Member

Dr Bernard Whimpress OAM was
awarded an Order of Australia Medal
in the King's Birthday Honours in
2025. Bernard was recognised for his
dedication to sports history, the
publication of more than 50 books—
most of them on cricket—and his in-
depth interviewing in sports history.  
He was the Oral Historian for the
Adelaide City Council from 1990–93
and a former member of OHA SA/NT.
By his own admission he is a ‘cricket
tragic’. 

He is one of Australia's leading sports
historians and the former curator of
Adelaide Oval Museum, holds a
doctorate in history from Flinders
University and was a joint winner of
the South Australian Life-Long
History Achievment Award in 2017.

Bernard was the Publications Manager for the South Australian National Football
League from 1979 to 1984, during which time he edited Football Budget and
wrote his first book, The South Australian Football Story. From 1994 to 2009 he
was curator of the Adelaide Oval Museum. He published and edited the journal
of Australian cricket history, Baggy Green, from 1998 until 2010.  Bernard has also
published two volumes of memoir and other books on family history, oral
history, art history, and poetry. He has also written several entries about
sportsmen and women in the Australian Dictionary of Biography.

 

Bernard was awarded the History Council of South Australia’s, Life-Long History
Achievement Award in 2017 and is recognised as the leading sports historian in
South Australia.

Dr Bernard Whimpress OAM
Photo supplied
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Digitisation of Word of Mouth – in the
final stages
Judy Bailey

In the previous issue of Word of Mouth (Issue 86, Autumn 2025), David
Sweet discussed the significance of digitising our publication and
outlined the Committee’s progress on this project. Word of Mouth was
first published in September 1983 and was edited by Beth Robertson.
Over the past 42 years, Word of Mouth has captured the changing trends
of South Australian oral history research.

Beth has kindly loaned copies of the early issues to Judy Bailey, who is
digitising and organising them. These scans will fill in the missing gaps in
the collection which has already been digitised from June of 1992 up to
the latest issue. 

It is hoped that with the help of Judy Hughes (OHA web manager), the
entire collection of Word of Mouth will be accessible from the OHA SA/NT
website. Currently, our website readily provides access to the last
four issues, however, we can assist members who would like to view
articles in earlier issues. 

Please contact us via email contact@oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au. 

https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/resources/word-of-mouth/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/resources/word-of-mouth/
mailto:contact@oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au
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Cover page of Issue 1 of Word of Mouth, 1983
Photo supplied



Since my Nanna, aged 98, moved into a care facility five years ago, I have been recording
her memories at each weekly visit. For the most part, they are just what she has on her
mind at any given time, and I base my questions to her around these thoughts. Every
now and then, however, she drops gems that suggest her life had not always been that
of the quiet homemaker that I believed her to be. At the death of her brother, she began
to speak more of her homelife just prior to the Second World War and the reasons why
she wanted to leave home. Then her service in the Women’s Auxiliary Australian Airforce
became the focus when vivid memories of that time resurfaced following a visit by the
RAAF and Veterans’ Affairs in Anzac week 2024 where her service was honoured in a
special ceremony. The story of this celebration and some of her memories can be read
in the links below. Her memories of Kevin are never mentioned. It would be some
months before his story emerged as we continued to record elements of her life that
had been reawakened by the attention that had been given to her on that day and in the
subsequent weeks. Their brief story, or more precisely, what she is happy to recount to
me, her granddaughter, forms the basis of this narrative.
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“That’s my Kevin”: Memories of Love,
Life and Loss
Kristie Pope

RAAF visits WWII veteran |
Department of Veterans' Affairs

Resthaven World War II veteran
Mrs Muriel Dick honoured by visit
from RAAF - Resthaven

World War II Veteran Reflects on
Life at 100 | Aged Care Online

Muriel, granddaughter Kristie, and great-
granddaughter Kierah at the ceremony,

April 2024
Photo supplied

https://www.dva.gov.au/news/latest-stories/raaf-visits-wwii-veteran
https://www.dva.gov.au/news/latest-stories/raaf-visits-wwii-veteran
https://www.resthaven.asn.au/news/world-war-ii-veteran-honoured/
https://www.resthaven.asn.au/news/world-war-ii-veteran-honoured/
https://www.resthaven.asn.au/news/world-war-ii-veteran-honoured/
https://agedcareonline.com.au/2022/06/World-War-II-Veteran-Reflects-on-Life-at-100
https://agedcareonline.com.au/2022/06/World-War-II-Veteran-Reflects-on-Life-at-100


At the age of 102, my grandmother, Muriel Dick, was shown a small photograph of Kevin
King. This was in response to a conversation between us about her Women’s Auxiliary
Australian Air Force (WAAAF) service during the Second World War where she mentioned
she had met the love of her life. This was the first time she had spoken about anyone
other than Philip Dick, my grandfather. She was instantly taken back in time. Her smile
spanned the width of her face and her cheeks flushed pink as a prolonged silence came
between us. Tears welled in her eyes and she whispered, “That’s my Kevin”.[1]

Born in Adelaide in 1922 to Frank and Alice Hastwell, she was the third of six children.
Throughout her childhood Muriel was very close to her mother, but less so with her
father. Alice had previously been married to Hermann Maulitz, the father of her first two
children.  After Hermann’s death, Alice had married Frank, Hermann’s closest friend
and to whom he had promised that he would look after Alice and the children after his
demise. They would have another four children of their own and life was hard. The
house was always full of tension. Muriel remembers Frank as “always yelling and never
happy”,  explaining “one night he wasn’t happy with the slop mum had dished up for him…
all us kids were sitting at the table ready to eat and he stood up and just upended the whole
thing…there was food everywhere!”  As his aggression increased and his outbursts
became more frequent, Muriel realised the lack of household  income, and his drinking,
was what contributed to his verbal and physical aggression. She knew she needed to
find a solution for her own sanity and happiness.

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

With parental permission to leave school, Muriel gained employment at Myer Emporium
in Adelaide and worked in the textiles department to help her mother financially. 

Everything we earned went to mum…she’d buy material with it and my oldest sister would
make our clothes…the house was okay because when mum’s first husband died, she got some

money because it was a work accident…we would have been homeless if we had to worry
about paying for the house.[6]

Muriel Dick, interview by Kristie Pope [digital audio recording], Aberfoyle Park, South
Australia, 31 July 2025, original held by author.

[1] 

 Birth registration of Muriel Hastwell, born 21 June 1922, Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, South Australia, Adelaide, 97A/155, index only.

[2]

 Marriage Registration of Hermann Theodore Maulitz to Alice May Hoppe, 19 May 1915,
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, South Australia, Adelaide, 263/539, index only.

[3]

 Dick, interview by Pope.[4]

 Dick, interview by Pope.[5]

 Dick, interview by Pope.[6]
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Although she and her siblings would contribute to food and the basic upkeep of the
home when they could, she soon realised it would never be enough and looked for a
better paying job. Muriel thought the war would be her saviour, but she did not enlist
straight away. Like many women and young girls at the time, Muriel volunteered in the
various war efforts, giving her a valid reason to be away from home. She recalls “we’d
work until lunchtime then everyone would walk through the city and help with the soldiers at
their place of enlistment at the Torrens Parade Ground.”  This experience made her realise
that there was more to life than a home filled with aggression, sadness, and poverty. She
wanted to contribute more but ultimately, her parents would have the final say and they
demanded she remain at home. 

[7]

The creation of the WAAAF in 1941  would provide her a means of escape and on 29
June 1942, she would officially enlist for the duration of the war. Her service record
notes that she worked as a Storekeeper, then Equipment Assistant, and later a Stores
Clerk.

[8]

[9]

Working in the equipment department, I was a tailoress…a seamstress. I worked with the
tailors on sizing up all of the soldiers’ uniforms and would alter them…then we would have to

stuff hessian bags with straw, that’s what they used for mattresses…[10]

As noted by Stevenson and Darling in The W.A.A.A.F Book “dances were planned and
invitations would be left at various service places inviting chaps on leave, enroute or
stationed nearby” to attend.  It would be at one of these dances planned at Mount
Breckan, 4ITS Victor Harbor, that Muriel would meet Kevin. Born in Melbourne, Victoria,
Kevin enlisted in the RAAF in September 1942 and was transferred to Victor Harbor in
February 1943 where he worked as a Clerk.  A relationship soon blossomed and not
knowing how long they would be together they made the most of their time. For the
next six months, they stole kisses in the phone booth late at night and spent long nights
at the beach together. He showered her with gifts, and they spent a lot of time together.
Muriel fondly recalled “He would take me out to dinners, but it was always the dry hotel, so I
knew he was nice and wouldn’t end up getting drunk”.

[11]

[12]

[13] 

 Dick, interview by Pope.[7]

 Australian War Memorial, ‘The Royal Australian Air Force’ Australian War Memorial
website, 10 March 2021, https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/understanding-military-
structure/raaf/waaaf  accessed 6 September 2025.

[8]

 Service record of Muriel Hastwell, RAAF Personnel files of Non-Commissioned Officers,
1921-1948, National Archives of Australia, A9301/96776, HASTWELL M, p.10.

[9]

 Dick, interview with Pope.[10]

 Clare Stevenson and Honor Darling (eds.), The WAAAF Book, Hale & Iremonger,
Sydney, 1984, p.143.

[11]

 Service record of Kevin James King, RAAF Personnel files of Non-Commissioned
Officers, 1921-1948, National Archives of Australia, A9301/427751, KING K J, p.3.

[12]

 Dick, interview with Pope.[13]
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All of this showed her he was the sort of man
she wanted to spend her life with. He was the
complete opposite to her father. When Kevin
was re-mustered to Parafield and then Ballarat,
Victoria, they promised to keep in touch.   
Muriel recalls they corresponded several times,
and then the letters stopped. Not knowing his
whereabouts or whether he was serving
overseas or even still alive, she made the heart-
wrenching decision to move on with her life
without him, recalling “I just had to get on with
it!”

[14]

[15]

After demobilisation in 1946,  Muriel was
devastated to find herself living back with her
parents. The environment was even more
hostile than it had been before her departure.
Returning to pre-war life was a big adjustment
for everyone. Muriel struggled after having
gained so much independence during her
gggggg

[16]
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Muriel Hastwell (Dick) c. 1942
Photo supplied

service. She now had to curtail to the demands and life choices of her parents. There
were “plenty of jobs around if you wanted to go into manufacturing”  but Muriel was not
interested in working in a factory, so she returned to her previous employment at Myer.
It was at this time she rekindled a friendship with her “good friend Philip”,  who she had
known for some time prior to the war. “He was always good at business, and when he
returned from serving in New Guinea, we would go out. At first, I thought ‘I didn’t want to stay
at home’, and he was always lovely to me, so I thought ‘why not go out with him?’.”  Muriel
and Philip married in April 1947  and would spend forty years together until his death
in 1987 after a long battle with cancer.  

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

Service record of Kevin James King, p.3.[14] 

 Dick, interview with Pope.[15]

 Service record of Muriel Dick, p.12.[16]

 Dick, interview with Pope.[17]

 Dick, interview with Pope.[18]

Dick, interview with Pope.[19] 

 Marriage Registration of Harold Philip Dick to Muriel Hastwell, 15 April 1947, Registry
of Births, Deaths and Marriages, South Australia, 506/2028, index only.

[20]

 Death Registration of Harold Philip Dick, 22 May 1987, Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, South Australia, 767A/3855, index only.

[21]



Muriel would never forget Kevin and never understood why she never heard from him
again. She believed they had developed a strong relationship, and questioned why he
didn’t come back for her. Perhaps he had died? Muriel was totally unaware that he had
returned for her after the war. It would be years before she found out that her mother
had been responsible for turning Kevin away. She had discovered he was Catholic. Alice
had been a practicing Anglican and only converted to Catholicism when she married
Frank after the death of her first husband. Perhaps Alice made the decision that she
didn’t want her daughter to live the same life? 

In a devastated tone, Muriel recalls that “Mum told me after the war ended, Kevin did come
back for me…he came to the house and knocked on the door asking for me…mum told him I
was married and not to bother me and shut the door in his face…I don’t even know if I was
married by then, but I would have married him…I would have married him just like that [clicks
her fingers].”[22]
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“That’s my Kevin”[23]

Photo supplied by Service Record[24]
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A big thank you to Judy Hughes (OHA web manager) who has supported Committee
members David Sweet and Judy Bailey in their quest to refresh the OHA SA/NT website.
The website now has an updated look and layout in purple—our new colour! Changes
include new photos, new navigation , and a responsive design so you can find the
information you need on any device you are using (a guide is provided here).

The new website was launched in October this year, and follows the layout of other
OHA sites (Victoria, Western Australia, as well as the National website). Event listings are
colour-coded for location: grey for international, teal for national, and purple for OHA
SA/NT. Each state association in the multi-site has its own colour and may post to the
events calendar if the event may be of interest to members interstate.

In general, the national website provides guiding information, and a national and
international perspective, while our SA/NT website focuses on events, training, and
membership at a more local level. The advantage of the multisite approach is there is
greater consistency of information across the organisations. Information can easily be
shared between states which allows a seamless national approach for users. 

The old website is still available if older items need to be transferred to the new
website. So, all that history is not lost!

The new website can be viewed here: https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/

Go have a look!
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New-look website launched
Judy Bailey

https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/news/new-oha-sa-nt-website/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/


Writing Ourselves In, is an
important new initiative
documenting the history of HIV
in South Australia. The project
invites people living with HIV
(PLHIV) the opportunity to
share their stories, photos, and
memories that will form the
basis of a professionally
published book that will be
launched in 2026. Through this
process, Writing Ourselves In
aims to honour the experiences
of those who lived through the
early HIV response, while
connecting their legacies to
younger generations and the
hhhhhhh
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Writing Ourselves In: Preserving South
Australia’s HIV History

PLHIV Participants at the Oral History Workshop, SLSA October 2025
Photo supplied by Christeen Schoepf

wider community. The project provides focussed workshops where PLHIV participants can
develop their research, writing, and interview skills and receive further guidance and
support. Each month, workshops have enhanced abilities in archival and online research,
analysis of what sources have been discovered and writing. Oral history was also one of
the research methods and OHA SA/NT was invited by Project Manager, Dr Nikki Sullivan,
and Michael Thompson of Thorne Harbour Health SA to facilitate this part of the learning
curve for the project. 

Held at the State Library of SA in mid-October 2025, the workshop covered the features of
an oral history interview, project planning and preparation, interview structure, deep
listening, storage of recordings, and transcription. An extended period was spent
discussing consent, privacy, and ethics due to the emotive nature and possible litigious
content of the interviews being recorded.

For more information on the project, Michael can be contacted directly at
michael.thompson@thorneharbour.org  and a podcast with Dr Nikki Sullivan can be
found here: Writing Ourselves In: Preserving South Australia’s HIV History - Health
Equity Matters

Christeen Schoepf

mailto:michael.thompson@thorneharbour.org
https://www.healthequitymatters.org.au/resources/writing-ourselves-in-preserving-south-australias-hiv-history
https://www.healthequitymatters.org.au/resources/writing-ourselves-in-preserving-south-australias-hiv-history


The Australian Historical Association Annual
Conference was held in Townsville from 30
June to 3 July 2025 at James Cook University,
co-hosted by CQUniversity. This year’s
theme was ‘Looking Up’ which was
understood to have geographical,
directional, spatial, temporal and even
political elements. From stargazing, to living
in northern Australia, pulling one’s head out
of a book or archive, looking up references,
and even engaging with geopolitical friends
and enemies from the north. A vast range of
papers embraced this theme, and the
streams included discussions on Northern
and Regional Australia; First Nations
History; War and Conflict, including
historical studies into Japanese and Soviet
issues; approaches to empire and
fffggggggggg
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Conferences Wrap
Christeen Schoepf

AHA Conference Keynote Speaker,
Professor Henry Reynolds

Photo supplied

relationships with democracies; migration; women; maritime events; and the
environment. Unfortunately, the Oral History stream had only two speakers, Emily Rose
from University of Newcastle, who presented her research into the counter-narratives in
the Australian Consumer/Survivor/Ex-Patient Movement, 1970-1990, and Anisa Puri who
spoke on her early results from the Precarious Victorian Oral History Collections Project. 

***

The AHA have just announced that the 2026 conference titled ‘Changing Minds’ will be
held at Macquarie University in Sydney 29 June to 3 July 2026. The call for papers
deadline is 1 February 2026, and submissions can be made via the AHA website:
https://theaha.org.au/aha-conference-2026/

The capacity to “change one’s mind” is a foundational premise in the discipline of history.
Upon encountering evidence that disrupts our existing explanations, the story goes, we
might adjust, rework or perhaps even overturn our interpretations. And yet, historians
do not often describe how and why they have changed their minds. While we are
comfortable tracing changes in historiography, it seems harder to narrate our own
intellectual alterations or confess that we were once, perhaps, mistaken.

https://theaha.org.au/aha-conference-2026/
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As historians, we also tend to be quite interested in how mentalities, attitudes, and
beliefs change over time. Might there be a relationship to consider between how we
narrate changes in ourselves as researchers and the changes we seek to explain?
Perhaps a more honest account of our own attachments and preoccupations would help
us to explain why some changes happen quickly, others take an age and some, though
imagined and wished for, never seem to eventuate.

To consider how we might make space for, explain, and even produce changes of heart
and mind, the 2026 AHA Annual Conference meets at Macquarie University, on Dharug
Country, in Sydney. The organisers welcome proposals for papers and panels on any
geographical area, time period, field of history, or theoretical or conceptual aspects of
history, especially those that consider changes of mind, whether historical or
historiographic. The conference will also continue the tradition of hosting streams for
various AHA-affiliated groups and sub-disciplinary themes.

***

In October, I travelled to Darwin to present a paper at the Professional Historians
National Conference titled ‘Hot Histories’, held at the Library and Archives Northern
Territory (LANT) building. Karen George, and Skye Krichauff also made the journey. While
there, we managed to catch up with some of our Northern Territory members, putting
faces to names and learning about the fabulous projects that have been completed and
now housed in the Libraries and Archives NT facility.

Darwin at sunset – the view
from our conference dinner
Photo supplied
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Long-term OHA SA/NT member, Matthew Stephen, was the plenary speaker for the
conference, and he told us of his journey researching, writing, and publishing Northern
Territory history and oral history. He was originally a teacher who, on graduating from
teachers’ college, obtained a position at Katherine High School teaching PE and History.
In 1992, he began remote teaching at Ali Curung and taught at other remote schools
throughout his career. He believes that in the territory, history is ‘always present and not
in the past’. His love of history and his knowledge of country pointed him in the direction
of oral history and his love of sport led him to undertake a PhD on sports in the territory,
where he discovered that until that time, there had been limited research on the topic
and scholarship was almost absent. Matthew became increasingly interested in
indigenous history and the recording of memories, and in collaboration with indigenous
people, facilitated oral history workshops. He was Manager of the Northen Territory
Archives Service (now LANT) from 2007 to 2019, and he now works as a historian and
storyteller in the Northern Territory.

Plenary Speaker,
Matthew Stephen

Photo supplied

Another long-term OHA SA/NT member, Dr Eleanor Hogan, is Collection Development
Manager at LANT Alice Springs. She spoke on the adventures and travel writings of
Ernestine Hill from 1930-1935 and her relationship with Daisy Bates. Eleanor is the
author of Into the Loneliness: The unholy alliance of Ernestine Hill and Daisy Bates (2021)
which was short-listed for the Magarey Medal for Biography 2022 and the National
Biography Award 2022. Geraldine Doogue at the ABC interviewed Eleanor on her work in
2021, which can be heard here: 
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/saturdayextra/
daisy-and-ernestine/13286578  

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/saturdayextra/%20daisy-and-ernestine/13286578
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/saturdayextra/%20daisy-and-ernestine/13286578
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Skye Krichauff (left) and
Karen George (above) 
Photos supplied

Question time
Photo supplied

Dr Eleanor Hogan (left)
Photo supplied



In May 2024, Meredith Satchell was presented the award of Lifelong
Historian at the History Council of South Australia Awards, shared with
Martin Walker. Her nomination stated: 

Meredith Satchell has been integral to the development of Burra’s
popular history precincts over many years. This includes working
closely with the community and council in preparing a World Heritage
nomination of the Australian Cornish Mining Sites, Burra and Moonta,
and the interesting and informative ‘heritage plaque’ project which
began in 2011. Meredith has researched and published numerous
fascinating records of the Burra region and created a range of self-
guided history walks. Her passion and knowledge, together with her
detailed research into local history, makes her a worthy recipient of
the Life-long Historian Award. 

Unfortunately, Meredith died in early December 2024, and a celebration of
her life was held at the Burra Town Hall the next week. She was a greatly
respected and loved local historian as noted here by her peers:

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of
Meredith Satchell, Burra's beloved Chief Historian. Meredith's
dedication to preserving and sharing the rich history of our town was
unparalleled. Her work in collecting and publishing the stories of
Burra, along with her tireless commitment to the restoration of the
Burra Railway Station, and Burra's bid for World Heritage Listing, will
remain lasting legacies for our community. Meredith was not only a
historian but a dear friend to so many, and her kindness, passion,
and generosity in volunteering her time will never be forgotten. Our
deepest condolences go to her family and friends at this difficult time.
Meredith, thank you for all you did for Burra. You will be greatly
missed by all of us.
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Inaugural Meredith Satchell Lecture
Burra, South Australia

https://historycouncilsa.org.au/hcsa-historian-awards-2024-winners/
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltrustburra/posts/it-is-with-great-sadness-that-we-share-the-news-of-the-passing-of-meredith-satch/894428089503231/


The community considered the ways in which the life and contribution of
Meredith could be celebrated annually and decided to hold a lecture in her
honour during the 2025 History Festival. Held at the Paxton Function
Centre, Burra on 3 May 2025, the sold-out inaugural Meredith Satchell
Lecture was presented by OHA SA/NT member, Dr Skye Krichauff, who
spoke on her long-term research into the relationship between the Ngadjuri
people of the Mid-North and the early settlers, and questioned what we
really know and how this been remembered/forgotten through generations.
How do we come to terms with colonial violence in Australia?

The lecture can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-
1SR2SHPHs
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Meredith Satchell
Photo supplied

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-1SR2SHPHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-1SR2SHPHs


Oral History Australia SA/NT  |  Word of Mouth

AUTUMN 2025 PAGE 34

NOW AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Thanks to a generous supporter, OHA SA/NT has now added a
portable ZOOM H4 recorder to our recording kit, which
members can hire for a reasonable fee on either a weekly or
monthly basis.

Details and forms will be available on our updated website
soon. In the meantime, anyone interested in hiring the kit
should contact us via our email: 
contact@oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au

mailto:contact@oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au
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The HCSA Regional Lecture was this year held in Renmark at the Riverland
Hotel. 

The first session featured representatives from leading archives and history
organisations including: Nick Gleghorn, National Archives of Australia; Helen
Chadwick; Yvonne Master, Genealogy SA; and, Christeen Schoepf, Oral History
Australia SA/NT. Each of us spoke about the overarching aims of our
organisations and presented resources that are available in our collections or
other repositories that relate to the history and broader narrative of the
Riverland area.

The Regional Lecture was presented by Dr Craig Westell, where he drew on his
research, archaeological evidence and a deep knowledge of Country, to tell the
audience of the significance of local archaeological features and their capacity
to better inform research, and of their need for protection and conservation in
a rapidly changing world.

After a lunch break filled with chatter and networking, a local history and
heritage panel featuring Riverland historical societies told of the repositories
and resources available locally, and the issues being experienced by each
group. The shortage of volunteers was the common story. It was fabulous to
catch up again with some of the participants of our Riverland Oral History
Workshop held earlier in the year, and to hear how their projects were
proceeding. Several spoke of the benefits and knowledge they had gained by
attending. Richard Mast, Chairman of the Renmark Paringa Historical Society,
spoke passionately about the need to collect oral histories from retired and
aging fishermen, while Julie Webber from Waikerie Historical Society noted
that their collection was now housed in the old Council building. The Local
History Officer at Berri/Barmera Council Library noted that they are the
custodians of a vast collection of documentary, oral, photographic, and
genealogical records. 

History Council of South Australia
Regional Lecture 2025
Christeen Schoepf
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Participants of the Local History Forum and Regional Lecture
Photos supplied by History Council of SA
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President’s Report 2025 AGM
Christeen Schoepf

Well, it has been quite a busy year for my first year as President, and for Oral History
SA/NT! And we have all experienced just about everything that life has had to throw at us
along the way. So, thank you to everyone for being supportive and respectful of each other,
stepping up when needed, and being the fabulous group of people that you are!

I believe it is these qualities in us all that makes for such a cohesive group of likeminded
historians who are also good friends. I would like to sincerely thank Diane and Danni for
their time on our committee and wish them well for future endeavours, and to extend a
warm welcome to Dannielle Ferris, our newest committee member. 

We literally hit the new year running with our presence at the Anlaby 185  Birthday Open
Days where some of us interviewed and vox-popped visitors to the homestead, recording
memories and family anecdotes of descendants and workers about life at Anlaby. These
interviews were sent to the owners of Anlaby for their own use and we are discussing
having a presence again this year.

th

David, Danni and I also attended the HCSA Regional Lecture and history get together held
at Mount Gambier, where I met with members of local history groups and museums and
talked to them about the benefits of joining. I also attended the HCSA Oral History
Excellence Award that was most deservedly won by our own Madeleine Reagan, so
congratulations to her!

Some of us attended the biennial New Zealand Oral History Conference in Auckland and
presented papers that were well received. I also spoke to the NOHANZ AGM regarding the
timing of their next conference so that it is further spaced from our own in 2026 as it was a
real time-squeeze trying to return home and then head straight back to Melbourne. I have
since been notified that they are aiming for a date in mid-September and the venue will
likely be Christchurch. They are a fabulous group of people and most welcoming, so please
put this conference on your oral history to-do list. They would love to see more of us there.  

The OHA National Conference in Melbourne was a great success, and we are hoping to
emulate that success here next year. About a dozen of us attended with some presenting
papers and others there for moral support, some professional education in the nuances of
oral history practice, and to hear presentations on a diverse group of topics from
podcasting, the environment, and the recording of indigenous interviews.



Victoria have kindly put together some ideas and suggestions for us based on their own
experience and Jill Cassidy from Tasmania is also happy to provide some thoughts and
feedback on the Launceston event.

Our Xmas get together was well attended and I enjoyed meeting people I had not met
before and hearing about everybody’s projects and wish lists. A planned July catch up was
deferred by me for family reasons, and the ill-health of others. So, we will need to have an
even bigger Xmas catch up this year.

We have held Introductory Workshops at Magill UniSA, the Riverland, and two at SLSA with
several that have been grant funded still to occur. These are specific to the needs of the
groups who have secured the funding.

Our relationship with SLSA remains strong and they have held a session on the new role
and direction of the Library at each of our workshops in Adelaide and continue to provide a
space for our city-based events. So, thank you to the team at SLSA. David Sweet, Karen
George and I also attended a meet up with interstate historian and author, Shirlene
Robinson, and spoke at length with her and members of SLSA staff about her work and
oral history practice.

I have also attended the launch of A Trunk full of Dreams: Stories of Italian Immigrants in
South Australia by our member group, the Italian Historical Society of South Australia, and
the launch of Madeleine Reagan’s book, ‘I buy this piece of ground here’: An Italian market-
gardener community in Adelaide, 1920s - 1970s published by ANU Press. Significantly, this
book can be downloaded so that portions of the oral history interviews can be heard:
http://doi.org/10.22459/IBPGH.2025 

The History Festival in May was very busy for me as I attended as many events as I could
that were put on by individual and organisational members of our group. The first was the
inaugural Meredith Satchell lecture at Burra where Skye Krichauff spoke on her indigenous
research; Cambrai, where I finally met long-term members of the group who will be
undertaking some oral histories; and events at Kingston SE, Mypolonga, Eudunda, and
Peterborough. There was also the Holden Exhibition, Chowilla Dam presentation at
Renmark, and the Western Flinders History Collective.

Our own conference planning is underway…we have decided on 26-29 November 2026 and
Skye and I have looked over rooms and spaces at Adelaide University. We are opting for
four parallel sessions and most importantly having a central space for morning tea and
lunches instead of separate as they were in Melbourne. Our theme is based on the rapidly
emerging use of artificial intelligence and its benefits and repercussions with Oral History
with the title ‘Human Voices, Modern technology: Oral History and Authenticity’. We are
now looking for a plenary speaker and have several in mind who are currently working with
AI in their oral history practice. We will let you know our success as soon as we 
know and can publicly make an announcement.
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http://doi.org/10.22459/IBPGH.2025


I would like to sincerely thank Dante and Carly for another two fantastic and very large
editions of Word of Mouth, our little newsletter. To steal a phrase from Phillip Adams…It is a
quality publication that no other oral history group puts out so we can be very proud of it.
To this end, we have now decided to promote WoM to magazine status! Congratulations to
everyone involved.

Finally, and with some sadness, I would like to note the passing of our fourth President,
Joan Durdin, earlier this year. I can also announce that Skye and Carolyn will no longer be
the editors of the national journal, Studies in Oral History.  Many thanks them for their hard
work and time commitment over the past few years, and to Nix Herriot and Paul Sendziuk
for being co-editors on the special edition. Further, we will no longer be the publisher and
distributor of The Oral History Handbook. We wish Beth only the best, and a long and fruitful
journey in the future with her new edition.

So, thank you to all of you for everything you do to support the work of Oral History
Australia SA/NT, no matter how small. I look forward to seeing you all at our Xmas catch up
or somewhere in my travels representing the work of OHA SA/NT across the state.

Christeen Schoepf
President OHA SA/NT
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Kia Ora! Anna Green, President of the National Oral History Association of New
Zealand (NOHANZ) has just contacted me so I can let you all know that they
have finally been able to lock in their dates for their next conference.

It will be held 18-20 September 2026 in Christchurch, at Tūranga, the Central
City Library. The call for papers will be issued as soon as possible, and OHA
will place the information on both the state and national websites, and issue
an e-bulletin.

I would also like to thank the NOHANZ national committee for allowing me to
speak at their 2024 AGM to request they consider moving their conference a
larger distance from our own so that people can comfortably attend both.
They didn’t need to do so because it was OHA that had moved the conference
out a year due to COVID restrictions, but they did, and I commend them for
bringing their next conference forward almost two months. Thank you
NOHANZ!!! 

If you are thinking of a 2026 holiday or interested in presenting your
research/project to a fabulous and welcoming bunch of people, please
consider attending. You will be glad you did. 
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Some News from New Zealand!
Christeen Schoepf

Tūranga
Photo supplied by
Christchurch City Libraries

https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/turanga/


Here are some extracts from a report I wrote after attending the last
conference in Christchurch, titled ‘Tell Me More: Sharing Our Stories’:

After a fabulous Māori welcome, the conference proper was most
enlightening. In no particular order we: took an ‘astrophysical’ tour of Portelli’s
thoughts on oral history; met the ‘Quakebox’, a container on a truck that
serves as a venue for the collection of oral histories relating to earthquakes
that while not ‘theoretically sound…works to record stories and experiences
while they are fresh’; heard of the origins and development of the oral history
collection that lives at the Alexander Turnbull Library, and for some, the
paperwork lessons that accompanied the deposit of finished projects, and
others the decisions behind the selection of a repository; learned of the
longitudinal Antarctic oral history project that consists of about fifty interviews
telling of the role NZ has played in that area over two decades; gained insights
into the previous lives of immigrant taxi drivers and the reasons behind the
migration to NZ of some young Irish people since the 1960s; were dipped into
the memories of some who spent their summers bathing in Parnell Baths,
Auckland’s only remaining seawater swimming pool; discovered the
rollercoaster ride experienced by the crowdfunded NZ version of ‘Occupy Wall
Street’, Occupy Christchurch, in a ‘social media society’; reflected on the
changing nature of Māori leadership, the challenges of recording Māori lives
and intergenerational memories, Māori participation during war, and
capturing stories where ‘shared experience does not necessarily mean shared
memory’; listened to research giving volume to the voices of people who have
been diagnosed with M.E; wondered at the notions underpinning the ‘zero
population movement’ of the 1960s and 70s; and, revisited the significant lives
and work of women, at home, and during traumatic events such as
earthquakes, and war. My own paper presented my current research on the
Cheer-Up Society, a South Australian First World War patriotic group, and the
challenges and benefits of re-using the oral histories Beth Robertson recorded
in the 1970s for her own project.

So, what did I take away from the conference? Apart from learning some of the
local lingo, my first exposure to the experiences of recording oral history and
memory across ‘the ditch’ made it clear that the same issues are common to
us all—who to interview, what questions to ask, trust, memory, audio or visual,
where to deposit, what to do with the completed project?

Thank you for a fabulous and most informative few days.
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Members of OHA SA/NT are always welcome to tell us about the
work they're doing, or projects from the past that deserve to be
shared.

If you have a project that you think would be suitable for inclusion in
an edition of Word of Mouth, please get in touch by email at
editor@oralhistoryaustraliasant.com.au or via our new postal
address:

Oral History Australia, SA/NT
PO Box 163
Barmera SA 5345
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Do you have an oral history project to
share with us?

mailto:editor@oralhistoryaustraliasant.com.au


Oral History Australia is a non-profit body whose members practice and
promote oral history. OHA South Australia/Northern Territory (OHA SA/NT)
came to life just seven months after the national body was founded in Perth in
July 1978. There are now associations in each state.

The aims of Oral History Australia SA/NT are:
to promote the practice and methods of oral history
to educate in the use of oral history methods
to encourage discussions on all aspects of oral history
to foster the preservation of oral history records in Australia
to pursue common objectives and maintain links with other Australian oral
history associations through membership of Oral History Australia Inc.
to do all such things as may be incidental to the achievement of such aims

OHA membership benefits include:
early access to the Word of Mouth newsletter, published twice a year
access to the annual Studies in Oral History journal which contains papers
given at the biennial conference or other papers considered of particular
topical interest
opportunity to publish peer-reviewed papers in Oral History Australia
Journal
access to members’ resources on the Oral History Australia SA/NT
website
invitations to participate in events such as behind-the-scenes tours of
exhibitions, talks and seminars
discounts on publications, including the Oral History Handbook by Beth
Robertson
discounted registration for oral history workshops
opportunity to apply for an oral history grant
discounted hire of the Fostex digital recording equipment
discounted registration for the biennial conference of Oral History Australia
opportunity for professional oral historians to register in the online
directory

Connect with us

https://www.facebook.com/oralhistorysouthaustralia/

https://twitter.com/oralhistoryaus

https://www.youtube.com/@OralHistoryAustralia 

Oral History Australia - South
Australia/Northern Territory

https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/publications/word-of-mouth-newsletter/
https://oralhistoryaustralia.org.au/journal/latest-issue/
https://oralhistoryaustralia.org.au/journal/latest-issue/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/publications/the-oral-history-handbook/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/membership/oral-history-grant/
https://oralhistoryaustraliasant.org.au/about-us/equipment-hire/
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https://twitter.com/oralhistoryaus
https://www.youtube.com/@OralHistoryAustralia
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